
  R.E. Progression Overview 

 

Foundation Stage 
R.E. will contribute to the Early Learning Goals especially to:                          

 Communication and language 

 Personal, social and emotional development 

 Literacy 

 Understanding the world 

 Expressive arts and design 

 

 Year 1/2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

Beliefs & 

Teachings 

Children begin to recall and name different 
beliefs and main festivals associated with 
religions. Children can recognise different 
religious symbols, their relevance for 
individuals and how they feature in festivals. 

Children can: 

 describe the main beliefs of a religion; 

 describe the main festivals of a religion. 

Children can describe the key beliefs and 
teachings of the religions studied, making 
some comparisons between religions. Children 
expand on their knowledge of world religions 
from KS1. 

Children can: 

 describe the key teachings and beliefs 
of a religion; 

 begin to compare the main festivals of 
world religions; 

 refer to religious figures and holy 
books. 

Children can explain how beliefs and 
teachings can make contributions to the lives 
of individuals and communities. Children can 
compare the key beliefs and teachings of 
various religions, using appropriate language 
and vocabulary and demonstrating respect 
and tolerance. 

Children can: 

 recognise and explain how some 
teachings and beliefs are shared 
between religions; 

 explain how religious beliefs 
can shape the lives of 
individuals and contribute to 
society. 

Rituals, 

ceremonies 

and 

lifestyles 

Children begin to explore daily practices and 
rituals of religions, identifying religious 
practices and recognising that some are 
featured in more than one religion. Children 
begin to reflect on their own experiences of 
attending ceremonies. 

Moving on from KS1, children look at the 
concepts of belonging, identity and meaning. 
Children understand what belonging to a 
religion might look like, through practices and 
rituals, and what it might involve. Children 
begin to discuss and present thoughtfully their 

Children look further at the concepts of 
belonging, identity and meaning. They 
understand how certain features of religion 
make a difference to individuals and 
communities. Children also explore the rituals 
and ceremonies which mark important points 



Children can: 

 recognise, name and describe 
religious artefacts, places and 
practices; 

 explain religious rituals and 
ceremonies and the meaning of 
them, including their own 
experiences of them; 

 observe when practices and rituals 
are featured in more than one 
religion or lifestyle. 

own and others’ views. Children also explore 
pilgrimages as a part of a religious life. 

Children can: 

 identify religious artefacts and how 
they are involved in daily practices 
and rituals; 

 describe religious buildings and how 
they are used; 

 explain religious ceremonies and 
rituals and their importance for 
people’s lives and sense of 
belonging. 

in life. Moving on from LKS2, children will 
have the opportunity to explore non-religious 
ways of life. 

Children can: 

 explain practices and lifestyles 
associated with belonging to a faith; 

 explain practices and lifestyles 
associated with belonging to a non-
religious community; 

 compare lifestyles of different faiths 
and give reasons why some people 
within the same faith choose to adopt 
different lifestyles; 

 show an understanding of the role of a 
spiritual leader. 

How 

beliefs are 

expressed 

Children explore a range of sources of 
wisdom and the traditions from which they 
come. They can suggest some meanings to 
religious stories. Children begin to 
recognise different symbols and how they 
express a community’s way of life. 

Children can: 

 name religious symbols and the 
meaning of them; 

 learn the name of important religious 
stories; 

 retell religious stories and suggest 
meanings in the story. 

Children explore the expression of beliefs 
through books, scriptures, art and other 
important means of communication. Children 
then move on to exploring a range of beliefs, 
symbols and actions to express meaning. 
Children can explain the meaning of religious 
stories and sources of wisdom and the 
traditions from which they come. 

Children can: 

 begin to identify religious symbolism 
in different forms of art and 
communication; 

 looking at holy texts and stories, 
explain meaning in a story; 

 express their beliefs in different 
forms, with respect for others’ 
beliefs and comparing beliefs. 

Children continue to explore the expression of 
beliefs through books, scriptures, art and any 
other important means of communication, as 
in LKS2. Children then move on to exploring a 
range of beliefs, symbols and actions so they 
can understand different ways of life and 
expressing meaning. Children can explain 
meaning of religious stories, sources of 
wisdom and the traditions from which they 
come. 

Children can: 

 explore religious symbolism in 
literature and the arts; 

 explain some of the different ways 
individuals show their beliefs; 

 share their opinion or express their 
own belief with respect and tolerance 
for others. 



Time to 

reflect and 

personal 

growth 

Children look at how an appreciation of 

religion plays an important role in the lives 

of some people. They make links to 

expressing identity and belonging and what 

is important to them. 

Children can: 

 identify things that are important in 
their lives; 

 ask questions about the puzzling 
aspects of life; 

 understand that there are similarities 

and differences between people. 

Children further explore how an appreciation 

of religion plays an important role in the lives 

of some people. They make links to expressing 

identity and belonging, including links to 

communities they may belong to. They notice 

and respond sensitively to different views. 

Children can: 

 understand that personal 

experiences and feelings can 

influence their attitudes and actions; 

 offer suggestions about why religious 

and non-religious leaders and 

followers have acted the way they 

have; 

 ask questions that have no agreed 

answers, and offer suggestions as 

answers to those questions; 

 understand that there are 

similarities and differences between 

people and respect those 

differences. 

Children continue to develop their 

understanding how an appreciation of religion 

plays an important role in the lives of some 

people. They make links to expressing identity 

and belonging, and notice and respond 

sensitively to different views. Children can 

then discuss and apply their own and others’ 

ideas about ethical questions, including ideas 

about what is right and wrong and what is just 

and fair. 

Children can: 

 recognise and express feelings 

about their identities and beliefs; 

 explain their own opinions about 

tricky concepts and tricky questions 

that have no universally agreed 

answers; 

 explain why their answers may 

be different from someone 

else’s and respond sensitively. 

Values ( in 

your own 

life and 

others’ 

lives) 

Children look at and appreciate how many 

people’s values are an important aspect of 

their lives. Children look at religious stories 

to understand actions and consequences. 

Children begin to make connections to their 

own lives, looking at their own actions and 

consequences and choices they can make. 

Children can: 

 look at how values affect a community 
and individuals; 

Children develop their appreciation of the 

ways in which people’s values are an 

important aspect of their lives. They make 

links to responsibility and citizenship and 

choices they make affecting their lives. 

Children begin to understand the concept of 

shared values and how a community can use 

shared values. 

Children can: 

 make informed choices and 

Children continue to develop their 

appreciation of the ways in which people’s 

values are an important aspect of their lives. 

They make links to responsibility and 

citizenship. 

Children begin to understand the concept of 

shared values and how a community can use 

shared values. Moving on from their 

previous learning, children begin to 

strengthen their capacity for moral 

judgements. 



 explain how actions can affect other 
people; 

 understand that they have their own 

choices to make and begin to 

understand the concept of morals. 

understand the 

consequences of choices; 

 describe how shared values in a 

community can affect behaviour and 

outcomes; 

 discuss and give opinions on 

morals and values, including 

their own. 

Children can: 

 explain why individuals and 

communities may have similar 

and differing values; 

 show an awareness of morals, 

question morals and demonstrate an 

ability to make choices, 

understanding the consequences; 

 express their own values while 

respecting the values of others. 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

          Foundation Stage RE Overview 

          Main religions studied:  Christianity and Judaism  

 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3  Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

 

 

 

 

Key Question 

 

Why is the word ‘God’ 

so important to 

Christians? 

 

(Understanding 

Christianity F1 CL) 

 

 

Why do Christians 

perform Nativity plays 

at Christmas? 

 

(Understanding 

Christianity F2 CL) 

 

 

What times are 

special and why? 

 

(Swindon scheme of 

work F4) 

 

 

Why do Christians put 

a cross in an Easter 

garden? 

 

(Understanding 

Christianity F3 CL) 

 

 

Being special: where 

do we belong? 

 

(Swindon scheme of 

work F5) 

 

 

Celebrating other 

cultures – Who is a 

Jewish and what do 

they believe? 

 

(Swindon scheme of 

work 1.3) 

Religion studied Christianity Christianity Christianity and 

Judaism 

Christianity 

 

Christianity Judaism 

Key Story Bible stories Birth of Jesus Hebrew Bible book of 

Leviticus 

Christmas Story 

Easter Story (4 

Gospels) 

Bible stories: Gospel 

of Mark 10:13-16 & 

Psalm 139 

Torah 

Key Artefact(s) Bibles 

Cross 

Advent wreath 

Christmas cards 

Torah scroll 

Kippah (skullcap) 

Menorah 

Hanukkiah 

Sedar plate 

Shofar 

Mezuzah case 

Cross 

Hot Cross Bun 

Easter eggs 

Palm Cross 

Local Charity photos 

eg. Bristol Night 

Shelter 

Torah scroll 

Kippah (skullcap) 

Menorah 

Hanukkiah 

Sedar plate 

Shofar 

Mezuzah case 

Key Vocabulary  Creation  

Bible 

God 

Lord’s Prayer 

Harvest 

Incarnation  

Nativity 

Christmas 

Bethlehem 

 

Celebration 
Festival 
Christmas 
Sukkot 
Sukkah 

Salvation 

Palm cross 

Palm Sunday 

Good Friday 

 

Welcoming 

ceremonies 

Baptism 

Family 

Shabbat 

Challah 

Torah 

Kiddush 

Trips or Visits Harevst festival   Visit by vicar 

Easter service 

 Jewish visitor in 

school OR visit 

synagogue 

 



          Year 1 RE Overview 

          Main religions studied:  Christianity and Judaism  

 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3  Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

 

 

 

 

Key Question 

 

Who made the world? 

 

(Understanding 

Christianity 1.2 CL) 

 

 

Why does Christmas 

matter to Christians? 

 

(Understanding 

Christianity 1.3 CL) 

 

 

 

What makes some 

places sacred? 

 

(Swindon scheme of 

work 1.5) 

 

 

 

Why does Easter 

matter to Christians? 

 

(Understanding 

Christianity 1.5 CL) 

 

 

 

What is the good 

news that Jesus 

brings? 

 

(Understanding 

Christianity 1.54CL) 

 

 

Who is Jewish and 

what do they 

believe? 

 

(Swindon scheme of 

work 1.3) 

 

Religion studied Christianity Christianity Christianity and 

Judaism 

Christianity Christianity Judaism 

Key Story Creation (Genesis 1) Birth of Jesus (Luke)  Easter Story Matthew the Tax 

Collector (Matt9:9) 

 

Key Artefact(s) Examples of Graces 

Cross 

Advent wreath and 

Christmas cards 

Torah scroll 

Kippah (skullcap) 

Menorah 

Hanukkiah 

Mezuzah case 

Cross 

Hot Cross Bun 

Palm Cross 

Local Charity photos 

eg. Bristol Night 

Shelter 

Torah scroll 

Kippah (skullcap) 

Menorah 

Hanukkiah 

Sedar plate 

Shofar 

Mezuzah case 

Key Vocabulary  Creation  

Harvest 

Generous 

Grace 

Cross 

Incarnation  

Gospel 

Advent 

Christmas 

 

Church: altar, cross, 
crucifix, font, lectern, 
candles, pulpit. 
 
Synagogue: ark, Ner 
Tamid, Torah scroll, 
tzitzit (tassels), tefillin, 
tallit (prayer shawl) 
kippah (skullcap), 
hanukkiah, bimah  

Salvation 

Palm Sunday 

Good Friday 

 

Gospel 

Forgiveness 

Peace 

Charity 

Shabbat 

Challah 

Torah 

Kiddush 

Trips or Visits Harvest Festival  Visit to Jewish and 

Christian places of 

worship 

Visit by vicar 

Easter service 

 Jewish visitor in 

school OR visit 

synagogue 



            Year 2 RE Overview 

            Main religions studied:  Christianity and Hinduism  

 

 Term 1 
 

Term 2 Term 3  

 

Term 4 

 

Term 5 

 

Term 6 

 

 

 

Key Question 

 

Who made the world? 

 

(Understanding 

Christianity 1.2 DD) 

 

 

Why does Christmas 

matter to Christians? 

 

(Understanding 

Christianity 1.3 DD) 

 

 

 

What are festivals 

important to religious 

communities? 

 

(Swindon scheme of 

work L2.5) 

 

 

 

Why does Easter 

matter to Christians? 

 

(Understanding 

Christianity 1.5 DD) 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the good 

news that Jesus 

brings? 

 

(Understanding 

Christianity 1.4 DD) 

 

 

What does it mean to 

be a Hindu in Britain 

today? 

 

(Swindon scheme of 

work L2.8) 

Religion studied Christianity Christianity Hinduism Christianity Christianity Hinduism 

Key Story Creation (Genesis 1) Birth of Jesus (Luke) Rama & Sita Easter Story Matthew the Tax 

Collector (Matt9:9) 

Durga and Navrati 

Stories from 

Upansihads  

Key Artefact(s) Examples of Graces Advent wreath and 

Christmas cards 

Murtis of Rama and 

Sita 

Pooja Thali 

Greeting card 

Money envelopes 

Diwa Lamps 

Rangoli patterns 

Cross 

Hot Cross Bun 

Palm Cross 

Local Charity photos 

eg. Bristol Night 

Shelter 

Pooja Thali 

Greeting card 

Money enveloped 

Diwa Lamps 

Rangoli patterns 

Mythological pictures 

Henna impressions 

Poster  

Key Vocabulary  Creation  

Harvest 

Generous 

Grace 

Incarnation  

Gospel 

Advent 

Christmas 

Diwali 

Diwa 

Rangoli patterns 

Rama and Sita 

Salvation 

Palm Sunday 

Good Friday 

 

Gospel 

Forgiveness 

Peace 

Charity 

Brahman 

Atman 

Brahma/Vishnu/Shiva 

Murti 

Trips or Visits Harvest festival Visit local church  

 

Visit by vicar 

Easter service 

 Hindu visitor OR visit 

Madir/temple 

 



            Year 3/4 RE Overview 

                          Main religions studied:  Christianity and Hinduism  

 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 

 

Term 6 

 

 

 

Key Question 

 

What do Christians 

learn from the 

Creation story? 

 

 

 

What is Trinity? 

 

(Understanding 

Christianity 2a.3 DD) 

 

Why are festivals 

important to religious 

communities? 

 

(Swindon scheme of 

work L2.5) 

 

 

Why do Christians call 

the day Jesus died 

‘Good Friday’? 

 

(Understanding 

Christianity 2a.5 DD) 

 

What kind of world 

did Jesus want? 

 

(Understanding 

Christianity 2.4a DD)  

 

What does it mean to 

be a Hindu in Britain 

today? 

 

(Swindon scheme of 

work L2.8) 

Religion studied Christianity Christianity Hinduism Christianity Christianity Hinduism 

Key Story Adam and Eve 

(Genesis 2 and 3) 

Baptism of Jesus 

(Matthew 3) 

Rama and Sita Easter Story esp Good 

Friday/Easter Sunday  

Calling of the First 

Disciples (Matthew 4) 

Durga and Navrati 

Stories from 

Upansihads  

Key Artefact(s) Image of: overgrown 

garden; Christian 

caring for world 

Artwork of Baptism of 

Jesus  

Baptism certifciate 

Baptism candle 

Statue of Ganesh 

Pooja set 

Temple cloth 

Pair of dancing sticks 

Prayer beads 

Diwa Lamps & festival 

cards 

Rangoli patterns 

Selection of different 

types of Christian 

crosses 

 

Service sheets 

Church notice board 

or website 

Statue of Ganesh 

Pooja set 

Temple cloth 

Pair of dancing sticks 

Prayer beads 

Diwa Lamps & festival 

cards 

Rangoli patterns 

Key Vocabulary  Fall 

Steward 

Caretaker 

Creation 

 

Incarnation 

Trinity 

Baptism 

Father, Son, Holy 

Spirit 

Diwali 

Diwa 

Rangoli 

Rama and Sita 

Salvation 

Crucifixion 

Resurrection 

Easter  

 

Gospel 

Leper 

Priest or Vicar 

Love 

Brahman 

Atman 

Brahma/Vishnu/Shiva 

Murti 

 

Trips or Visits Harvest Festival 

 

Visit to the Church 

Link to Baptism 

 Visit by Vicar 

Easter service 

 Hindu visitor OR visit 

Mandir/Temple 

 

 



            Year 4/5 RE Overview 

            Main religions studied:  Christianity, Humanism and Buddhism 

 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

 

 

 

 

Key Question 

 

Creation and Science: 

Conflicting or 

Complementary? 

 

(Understanding 

Christianity 2b.2 CL) 

 

 

Was Jesus the 

Messiah? 

 

(Understanding 

Christianity 2b.4 CL) 

 

 

What matters most to 

Christians and 

Humanists? 

 

(Swindon scheme of 

work U2.7) 

 

What did Jesus do to 

save human beings? 

 

(Understanding 

Christianity 2b.6 CL) 

 

 

What would Jesus 

do? 

 

(Understanding 

Christianity 2b.5 CL) 

 

 

Focus on religion: 

Buddhism 

Religion studied Christianity and 

Humanism 

Christianity Christianity and 

Humanism 

Christianity Christianity  Buddhism 

Key Story Genesis 1 

Psalms 

 

Birth of Jesus (Luke) 

Isaiah prophecy 

Genesis 1:28 

Genesis 3 

Easter Story esp Good 

Friday/Easter Sunday  

Gospel texts: 

Wise & Foolish 

builders 

Sermon on the mount 

The Centurion’s 

servant 

Story of Siddhartha 

Gautama 

 

Key Artefact(s) Bible 

Rondo ‘Creation 

Stained Glass’ 

Bible 

Christmas artwork 

Bible 

Humanist pin badge 

Art work 

Artworks connected 

with crucifixion  

Crucifix 

Bible Buddha statues 

Prayer beads & wheel 

Puja bowls + insense 

Manjera cymbols 

Prayer flags 

Key Vocabulary  Creation Incarnation 

Prophecy 

Gospel 

Messiah  

Religious/non 

religious 

Christian 

Humanist 

Code for living 

Commandments  

Moral concepts: truth, 

peace, honesty, 

fairness 

Salvation 

Crucifixion 

Resurrection 

Incarnation  

Sacrifice 

Gospel 

Teachings 

Parable 

Narrative 

Buddha 

Buddhism 

Siddhartha Gautama 

4 universal truths 

5 moral precepts 

Eightfold path 

Karma 

Trips or Visits Harvest Festival   Visit by Vicar 

Easter Service 

 Buddhist visitor 

 



          Year 5/6 RE Overview 

          Main religions studied:  Christianity, Humanism and Buddhism 

 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 

 

Term 6 

 

 

 

Key Question 

 

Creation and Science: 

Conflicting or 

Complementary? 

 

(Understanding 

Christianity 2b.2 DD) 

 

 

 

 

Was Jesus the 

Messiah? 

 

(Understanding 

Christianity 2b.4 DD) 

 

 
What matters most to 

Christians and 

Humanists? 

 

(Swindon scheme of 

work U2.7) 

 
What difference does 

the resurrection make 

for Christians? 

 

(Understanding 

Christianity 2b.7 CL) 

 

 

What would Jesus 

do? 

 

(Understanding 

Christianity 2b.5 DD) 

 

 
Focus on religion: 

Buddhism 

Religion studied Christianity and 

Humanism 

Christianity Christianity and 

Humanism 

Christianity Christianity  Buddhism 

Key Story Genesis 1 

Psalms 

 

Birth of Jesus (Luke) 

Isaiah prophecy 

Genesis 1:28 

Genesis 3 

The ‘Big Story’ 

 

Gospel texts: 

A woman in trouble 

Moneylenders in the 

temple 

Story of Siddhartha 

Gautama 

 

Key Artefact(s) Bible 

Rondo ‘Creation 

Stained Glass’ 

Bible 

Christmas artwork 

Bible 

Humanist pin badge 

Art work 

Bible Bible Buddha statues 

Prayer beads & wheel 

Puja bowls + insense 

Manjera cymbols 

Prayer flags 

Key Vocabulary  Creation Incarnation 

Prophecy 

Gospel 

Messiah  

Religious/non 

religious 

Christian 

Humanist 

Code for living 

Commandments  

Moral concepts: truth, 

peace, honesty, 

fairness 

Salvation 

Resurrection 

Good Friday 

Easter Sunday 

Sacrifice 

Gospel 

Teachings 

Parable 

Narrative 

Buddha 

Buddhism 

Siddhartha Gautama 

4 universal truths 

5 moral precepts 

Eightfold path 

Karma 

Trips or Visits Harvest Festival   Visit by Vicar 

Easter servics 

 Buddhist visitor 

 


