
Tue 25 Nov Flu Immunisations

Thu 27 Nov Parent Forum

Thu 4 Dec Wreath Making Workshop

UPCOMING
DATES

Dear Parents and Carers,

This week the children have certainly enjoyed getting out in the rain
and a few wet plays! As the weather becomes wetter and colder,
please ensure your child brings a warm, waterproof coat to school
every day. We want the children to enjoy playing outside during break
and lunch and it is important they have suitable clothing.

As we move towards the festive season, the school is filled with the
sound of children practising their Christmas songs. Classes are
working hard to learn the carols for our three Christmas Carol Concerts
(see diary dates) as well as the younger children rehearsing for the
Nativity performances. These are always highlights of our school year,
and we can’t wait to share them with you. Please see dates and times
for all our Christmas performances - we wouldn’t like anyone to miss
them!

On Friday 14 November, the school celebrated Children in Need by
having a non-uniform day. It was lovely to see everyone wearing spots
or stripes in honour of Pudsey Bear! We have so far managed to raise
£237.50 towards this great cause.

And finally, I must express how proud we all were of the children’s
respectful conduct during our Remembrance Day assemblies. They all
listened with great maturity, and the two minutes’ silence was
observed with heartfelt sincerity in both the Upper & Lower Sites. The
children from Forces Families at the Upper Site led the assembly and it
was a powerful moment that showed just how thoughtful and
compassionate our pupils truly are.

With best wishes
Mrs Jackson

Message from Mrs Jackson
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TRUST

Believe to achieve! 
‘Roots will grow down into God’s love to keep us strong.’ – EPH 3:17



Dear Parents and Carers,

I am delighted to introduce myself and to share how proud and excited I am to be
joining Brinkworth Earl Danby’s as Headteacher from January 2026. Having worked
in education for over 20 years, I am looking forward to using my breadth of
experience to bring stability to the school and to set ambitious outcomes for the
children in our care.

My background spans teaching across the whole primary age phase, as well as
holding senior leadership roles. Since my interview – a challenging and thorough two-
day process – I have been visiting and communicating with the school regularly to
ensure a clear understanding of the school and a smooth handover. During this time, I
have been struck by the dedication of the entire school team, especially of Mrs Cross,
whose commitment to pupils, staff, governors, and parents is clear to see. I would also
like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs Jackson for her excellent work during Mrs
Walch's absence and her support for the school community. 

Brinkworth Earl Danby's is a wonderfully welcoming school with amazing children,
and genuine ethos of care, it was this that inspired me to apply for the Headteacher
role, a role I am proud to undertake.

I have quickly understood that the school is at a point where rapid progress is needed,
and have worked with Mrs Jackson, Mrs Cross, the governing body and Wiltshire
Council to evaluate and identify the essential next steps. I will be keen to share with
you the key priorities of our action plan at our next Parent Forum meeting next term.
To this end, I warmly invite you to a meet and greet event at 6:15pm on 15 January
2026. (This replaces the Parent Forum on 27 January) at the Lower Site, where I will
outline my vision for the school and the research underpinning our plans. 

As we approach the festive season, I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a
peaceful New Year. I look forward to meeting you all at the school gate in the
mornings and again at the forthcoming event.

With best wishes,
Mrs. Kelly Butt

NEW HEADTEACHER INTRODUCTION



STAR OF THE WEEK

Fifi, Eli, Reuben, Elijah, Theodore,
Ollie.T, Hattie, Christopher C,

Amelia, Skylar, Iliana, Chris F, Ben,
Emily, Louna, Sophie O, Joshua , Ted

and CC.

PEN LICENCE

Harry P.

GOOD MANNERS

Rue, Ellie, Cybele, Henry, Zoe,
Lexi, Oscar, Eve, Ed M and Lewis.

VALUES

Olivia, Vienna-
Rose, Anya, Lexi,

Fred.

ATTENDANCE

Elm Class 99.2%
Rowan Class 98.97%

Elm Class 100%
Rowan Class 98.62%

Welcome to our new format where you can see more clearly the achievements made by the children
in the last two weeks. Well done everyone!

CELEBRATING SUCCESS

GREAT READING

Phoebe, Rue, Jac, Sidney, Xanthe, Ada H, Christopher C, Elijah,
Arlo, Isla D, Aubrey, Rafe, Iliana, Ruari, Darcie, Jack G, Eve,

Sophie L, Lewis, Ella, Max, Noah, Ben and Emily.



SCHOOL ADMISSIONS CONSULTATION 2027/28

Wiltshire Council is consulting on the proposed admissions criteria and admission arrangements for its
Community & Voluntary Controlled Schools for the 2027/28 academic year. It is also consulting on the
proposed schemes for co-ordination of admissions to all maintained schools and academies for the
2027/28 academic year.

The consultation begins today Wednesday 19 November 2025 and it ends on Wednesday 7 January
2026.

The consultation documents can be accessed HERE.

I would be grateful if all schools could share these proposals with parents and encourage them to
email any comments to the Local Authority so that any returns, give an accurate reflection of the views
of all school communities. 

To respond to this consultation please send your comments by email to admissions@wiltshire.gov.uk
or in writing to: School Admissions Team, Wiltshire Council, Bythesea Road, Trowbridge, BA14 8JN

SPOTLIGHT ON... ANTI-BULLYING WEEK

Last week was Anti-Bullying week, which started with Odd Socks Day when all
children were invited to wear odd socks to celebrate our differences and remind us
that being unique is something to be proud of.

This year focused on the theme: Power for Good. The theme of Power for Good
came about following consultation with teachers and pupils by the Anti-Bullying
Alliance which coordinates Anti-Bullying Week every year in England, Wales and
Northern Ireland.

Teachers and children wanted a theme that empowered them to do something positive to counter the
harm and hurt that bullying causes.

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/schools-learning-admissions-consultation


SENDCO UPDATE

Hello!

When considering the needs of our children, after considering what we can put in place using our
universal offer, we look to the ‘four broad areas of need’ as stated in the SEND Code of Practice.

These categories can help us to identify and plan for a child’s special educational needs, although a
child may have needs that span one or more area.

Communication & Interaction: This includes difficulties with language, communication, and social
interaction, such as those experienced by children with autistic spectrum disorder (ASD).
Cognition & Learning: This area covers a child's learning difficulties and covers a wide range of
needs, from moderate to severe learning difficulties.
Social, Emotional & Mental Health difficulties: This includes children who may be withdrawn or
isolated, have attention deficit disorder (ADHD), or experience conditions like anxiety, depression,
or self-harm.
Sensory and/or Physical needs: This area includes children with vision impairment, hearing loss, or
other physical disabilities that require specialist support or equipment.

If you would like any more information about the four areas of need please take a look the Wiltshire
Council information HERE (scroll down the page to find this information) or please contact me at
sendco@brinkworthearldanbys.wilts.sch.uk.

Have a lovely weekend, Mrs Pocock

SCHOOL COMMUNICATION

Here is an overview of our school communications channels (please note that the class emails e.g.
willow@ and admin@ are no longer used). For a clearer image visit our website HERE.

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/7638/Ordinarily-Available-Provision
mailto:sendco@brinkworthearldanbys.wilts.sch.uk
https://www.brinkworthearldanbys.wilts.sch.uk/page/?title=Communication&pid=1449


POPPY APPEAL

Thank you to the Royal British
Legion volunteers who arrange
for this years collection to take
place.
The children, staff and teachers raised an amazing  
£158.70 this year. Upper Site donated £132.07 and
Lower Site donated £56.63.

Thank you to the children who’s parents are in
Service, for coordinating the daily collections.

CHILDREN IN NEED

Thank you to everyone who
donated this year. We hope
the children enjoyed their non-
school uniform day. We loved
seeing all the spots and
stripes.

This has raised £237.50 so far
but you can still donate on
ParentPay if you’d like to.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

We were delighted to take part in the
Christmas shoebox appeal this year. Families
donated over 30 shoeboxes filled with gifts for
children less fortunate. Thank you to everyone
who donated.

REMEMBRANCE

Thank you also, to the Service children who
helped to led collective worship on Tuesday 11
November.

Some parents in Service attended and
commented on how respectful and thoughtful the
children at both sites were.

Children also took part in Remembrance activites
in class.



CHRISTMAS CHOIRS

Hello! My name is Lisa Williams and I am delighted to be running the
School Choir ready for the forthcoming Concerts!

Every year I also run a community sing along at the Royal Wootton Bassett Christmas Festival, and
would love to invite BEDs to come and help me lead the singing. This is open to anyone who would like
to come, it’s on Friday 28 November on the RWB High Street.

We will be singing a mixture of Christmas carols, playing some percussion and helping to raise funds
for my music therapy charity - Wiltshire Hope and Harmony.

All are welcome, we will meet outside the Iceland shop at 6pm. Each child will need a parent to stay
(and listen!) during the session. It will end at 7pm prompt as I will have to rush off for another choir
practice!

Please can you let the Upper Site office know if you child would like to be part of this huge event - just
so I can have a rough idea of numbers.

Thank you so much!
Lisa



 

FUNDRAISING

We have various ongoing fundraising streams. Please do sign up / use our codes, it all helps!

bedsacontact@gmail.com

PRE-LOVED UNIFORM
Donations can be dropped at
both school offices. To buy, just
drop BEDSA an email. £2 per
item, or 3 for £5

Raffle tickets will be coming home in the 
next few days. Along with a long list of
other available prizes, we're happy to

announce that The James Dyson
Foundation have kindly donated a V15

vacuum as a raffle prize!

CHRISTMAS GIFTS

The Class Fundraising shop has re-opened
for a short period of time for any extra

personalised Christmas cards and gifts. 
 

Head to shop.classfundraising.co.uk to
order before 12pm on Monday 1st

December.
 

Many thanks,  BEDSA team

https://www.brinkworthearldanbys.wilts.sch.uk/page/?title=BEDSA+%28PTA%29&pid=31
https://www.facebook.com/BEDSApage
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/
https://www.stikins.co.uk/
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/
https://shop.classfundraising.co.uk/
mailto:bedsacontact@gmail.com


Updates since our last issue in red. To sign up to our calendar and news alerts, just install the School
News app. Download the app using the details on our website here.

DATES FOR THE YEAR

TERM 2

Tue 25 Nov Flu Immunisations Please consent / opt out

Thu 27 Nov Parent Forum 2 Lower Site Focus - Maths

Fri 28 Nov RWB Christmas Lights Singing Outside Iceland 6pm (parents need to stay pls)

Thu 4 Dec Wreath Making Workshop Upper Site Hall 7pm

Tue 9 Dec Barn Theatre Trip Cirencester

Wed 10 Dec LS Christmas Production Lower Site AM

Thu 11 Dec LS Christmas Production Lower Site AM

Thu 11 Dec US Carol Service
Brinkworth
Church

2pm. US families welcome

Fri 12 Dec Brinkworth Community Carols
Brinkworth
Church 6-7pm

Wed 17 Dec Whole School - Christmas Lower Site

Wed 17 Dec Christmas Jumpers & Lunch

Fri 19 Dec End of Term 2

Sun 21 Dec Dauntsey Carol Service Dauntsey Church 5:15-7pm 

TERM 3

Mon 5 Jan TD Day No children in school

Tue 6 Jan Start of Term 3

Tue 6 Jan NSU for T2 House Point Winners

Thu 8 Jan Rowan Swimming Starts Lime Kiln 6 sessions

Thu 15 Jan Parent Forum 3 Lower Site
6pm - Meet Mrs Butt (new Head)
This date replaces 29th January

Thu 22 Jan SEN Coffee Meetup Upper Site Focus - Dyslexia

Thu 5 Feb Online Safety Facilitated by Stay Safe Initiative

https://www.brinkworthearldanbys.wilts.sch.uk/page/?title=News+%26amp%3B+Events+App&pid=128
https://buy.stripe.com/7sY5kD8JD6wi5zu73R8ww01
https://buy.stripe.com/7sY5kD8JD6wi5zu73R8ww01


DATES FOR THE YEAR
TERM 3

Thu 5 Feb Parent Online Safety Session Zoom Evening

w/c 2 Feb Y6 SATs Info Eve

Wed 11 Feb Elm Class Assembly Lower Site 9:10am

Thu 12 Feb Willow Class Assembly Upper Site 9:10am

Fri 13 Feb End of Term 3

TERM 4

Mon 23 Feb Start of Term 4

Tue 24 Feb
NSU for T3 House Point
Winners

Mon 2 Mar Book Fair

Thu 5 Mar World Book Day

Wed 18 Mar Y4 Residential Braeside 3 days, 2 nights

Thu 19 Mar Parent Forum 4 Lower Site

Fri 20 Mar Red Nose Day

Tue 24 Mar Parents Eve Upper Site

Thu 26 Mar Rowan Class Assembly Upper Site 9:10am

Thu 26 Mar Parents Eve Upper Site

Fri 27 Mar Whole School - Easter Upper Site Includes church Easter service

Fri 27 Mar End of Term 4

TERM 5

Mon 13 Apr Start of Term 5

Tue 14 Apr NSU for T4 House Point Winners

Thu 30 Apr SEN Coffee Meetup Lower Site Focus - ASD

Mon 4 May Bank Holiday School Closed

Thu 7 May Parent Forum 5 Lower Site



DATES FOR THE YEAR
Mon 11 May Y6 SATs Start 4 days

Wed 20 May Beech Class Assembly Lower Site 9:10am

Thu 21 May Birch Class Assembly Upper Site 9:10am

Fri 22 May End of Term 5

TERM 6

Mon 1 Jun TD Day No children in school

Tue 2 Jun Start of Term 6

Tue 2 Jun NSU for T5 House Point Winners

Wed 3 Jun Class School Photos

Fri 5 Jun Sports Day Upper Site 1pm

Fri 12 Jun Y6 Residential Morfa Bay 4 days, 3 nights

Thu 18 Jun Reception New Parents Info Eve

Fri 19 Jun Reserve Sports Day

Thu 25 Jun Parent Forum 6 Lower Site

Thu 9 Jul Shuffle Up/Transfer Day

TBC Secondary Inductions

8 & 9 Jul Malmesbury Year 6 Induction Day
Details will come from Malmesbury
School next year

Mon 13 Jul School Reports Out

Mon 13 Jul Y2 Second Transfer Day Upper Site

Wed 15 Jul Willow Production Lower Site PM & Eve performances

Fri 17 Jul Leavers’ Party Upper Site After school

Tue 21 Jul Whole School - Leavers’ Service Upper Site
AM church service
Y6 Parents welcome

Tue 21 Jul End of Term 6

Wed 22 Jul TD Day No children in school



COMMUNITY NEWS
click images for links

https://www.wiltshireyoungmusicians.org.uk/


COMMUNITY NEWS
click images for links

Looking to work in a school, that fits in around your family?

Join Aspire Education Academy's Fully Funded (FREE) Education Support Course.

Starting on Monday 8th December! 

CHRISTMAS BREAK WILL BEGIN ON
THURSDAY DECEMBER 18th AND THE COURSE WILL RECOMMENCE ON MONDAY JANUARY 5th
2026

Online ONLY Education Support Course with live webinars
Available in Levels 1, 2 & Level 3 progression

Level 1
NCFE CACHE Level 1 Award in Preparing to Work in Schools
NCFE CACHE Level 1 Award in Safeguarding in a Learning Environment
NCFE CACHE Level 1 Certificate in Wellbeing
Level 1 Occupational Studies for the Workplace
 
Level 2
NCFE CACHE Level 2 Certificate in Understanding Safeguarding & Prevent
NCFE CACHE Level 2 Certificate in Understanding Challenging Behaviours

Level 3
NCFE CACHE Level 3 Certificate in the Principles of Special Educational Needs

You’ll receive guided support from our friendly tutors throughout the course of your choice.
Simply go to the 'Education Support Course' tab on our website www.studysmartuk.online
We run within school hours and ONLY in term time and not during half term/ end of term periods. 
No previous experience required.
All you need is access to the internet and a laptop or tablet.
 Take advantage of this opportunity while it's still available.       Please go to www.studysmartuk.online

https://www.studysmartuk.online/schoolsupportcourse


COMMUNITY NEWS
click images for links

https://www.goodhub.com/go/springboardseriesnovember25
https://www.goodhub.com/go/afest26
https://workwiltshire.co.uk/event/usa-12-12-25/
https://www.wiltshiresportsacademy.co.uk/product/december-football-camp


COMMUNITY NEWS
click images for links



Join us
virtually via
Microsoft
Teams

Tuesday
12:30-14:30

13/01 - 10/03/2026
Excluding 17/02/2026

Friday
10:00-12:00

23/01 - 20/03/2026
Excluding 20/02/2026

Thursday
18:00-20:00
 

15/01 - 12/03/2026
Excluding 18/02/2026

COMMUNITY NEWS
click images for links

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=lbuzweArvEyPDjWn0T1VGVPr6osCtZFLkRmmwaRxENFURDNQQlJHWVFXNDhVSlVRSTgzVE5XNEhNOCQlQCN0PWcu
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=lbuzweArvEyPDjWn0T1VGVPr6osCtZFLkRmmwaRxENFUQjlNQ1kxM1hXWEJOT0lQUkRYTFlWR0xGVCQlQCN0PWcu
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=lbuzweArvEyPDjWn0T1VGVPr6osCtZFLkRmmwaRxENFUMUlCTDRBSzc4RzRGMklFQ0hJNEdHSEkwWiQlQCN0PWcu
https://www.facefamilyadvice.co.uk/

